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Cal Fire 
grants 
$10M 
for forest 
resilience 
projects 
By GIUSEPPE RlCAPITO 
The Union Democrat 

Cal Fire is giving a 
combined total of about 
$10 million for projects 
in Tuolumne County 
aimed at advancing for­
est health and resilience. 

"I think the biggest 
thing is this will go a 
long way to protect our 
communities and restore 
the health of the forest 
from catastrophic fire," 

• said Liz Peterson, deputy
county administrator.

In a news release
on . Thursday, the state
agency. announced $160
million in grants for
"landscape-scale manage­
ment projects intended to
maintain healthy forests
throughout California
while enhancing carbon
storage."

About $5 million was
designated to Tuolumne
County and Yosemite
Stanislaus Solutions, a
local collaborative work­
ing group of industry and
environmental interests,
which Peterson said will
involve the installation
of fuel breaks within the
Stanislaus National For­
est to slow or contain po­
tential fires within that 
region. 

"The project is going 
to take place over many 
years," said Patrick Ko­
epele, executive director 
of the Tuolumne River 
Trust. "This funding is 
going to be a first phase 
of work to establish fuel 
breaks." 

Koepele said the YSS 
is not a nonprofit organi­
zation, so the county ap­
plies for the loans and the 
YSS partners with them 
as project managers. The· 
Tuolumne River Trust is 
the fiscal agent for the 
YSS. 

The project is consid­
ered the first phase of the 
SERAL project, or Social 
and Ecological Resiliency 
Across the Landscape, 
a collaborative thinning 
and burning project with 
the U.S. Forest Service, 
which is billed as the larg­
est forest management 
project-in Stanislaus Na­
tional Forest history. 

"The SERAL Project 
by the YSS and the for­
est service is an example 
of how to do a lot of work 
with the least amount 
of controversy," Koepele 
said. 

The plan essentially 
involves creating inter­
nal cells, called Potential 
Operational Delineations 
(PODs), which will hope­
fully facilitate contain­
ment if. a fire breaks out. 
The fuel breaks leave 
some trees, but reduce 
the density of vegetation 
so it can't spread as eas­
ily .. 

The plan is intended 
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