
Together, we can break California’s 
cycle of catastrophic wildfire.

wildfiresolutionsca.org
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Emily Blackmer
Director of GOvernment and COmmunity Affairs at Sierra Business Council
Regional non-profit organization working in the Sierra on business and economic development, climate and energy resilience, and regional advocacy
Founding member of the Wildfire Solutions Coalition
Coalition officially launched in June of this year
We are focused on closing the funding gap for wildfire resilience across the entire state
By scaling funding for wildfire solutions, California can fully execute its wildfire strategy and break out of the cycle of crisis



OUR  GOAL

Secure the long -term 
funding needed to fully 
implement California's 
wildfire resilience strategy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The focus of our coalition is to secure the long-term funding needed to fully implement California’s wildfire resilience strategy
California has a very strong Wildfire and Landscape Resilience Action Plan that integrates science, technical expertise, local and regional priorities,and multi-agency leadership to address wildfire resilience at the local, regional, and state level
Task Force not able to advocate for funding of the Action Plan
Now we just need to fully fund implementation of the Action Plan 
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We launched in June, and already over 60 organizations have signed on
Broad, multi-interest, multi-sector, statewide Coalition including business organizations, local government orgs, environmental and climate groups, tribes and tribal entities, public health orgs, firefighters, water agencies, ag groups, industry groups, community foundations, CBOs, and private businesses
California Forward, Bay Area Council, LAEDC, League of California Community Foundations and multiple individual community foundations, 





● Wildfire costs California $117 billion in economic damages every year

● In re ce nt  ye ars , t he  California  has  s pe nt  about  $400 million per year 
on wildfire  re s ilie nce

● Addre s s ing the  wildfire  c ris is  will re quire  a t  le as t  $2.5 -$3 billion per 
year for 10  ye ars , from s t a t e , fe de ra l, loca l, priva t e , and philanthropic  
s ource s

WE NEED CONSISTENT FUNDING

The Challenge

to address California’s wildfire crisis



The Challenge



WHAT’S AT STAKE:

Wildfire is driving 
the home insurance 

crisis and rising 
utility rates

Wildfire 
contaminates our 
water supplies and 

causes toxic air 
pollution

Every $1 spent to 
reduce the risk 

wildfire saves more 
than $6 in damage 
and cleanup costs

Wildfires are one of 
California's largest 

sources of 
greenhouse gas 

emissions

From the Giant 
Sequoia to heart of 

LA, California’s  
cultural icons are 

under threat

Fiscal 
Responsibility

Carbon 
Emissions

Water & Air 
Quality

California 
Heritage

Affordability
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We know what’s at stake, from public health, to air and water quality, to the carbon emissions

Just as critically:
Wildfire is the driving force behind our state’s insurance crisis and is worsening the housing crisis across the state
Extreme wildfire, and extreme wildfire smoke, causes extreme economic disruption
I don’t need to tell this group that the North Bay firestorm in 2017 cost over $14 billion directly, and closer to $100 million in economic losses. There were steep drops unemployment, spikes in unemployment claims, drops in tax revenue, and multi-year impacts in sectors like retail and housing
In 218, the health impacts of wildfire in the Bay Area cost an estimated $7.8 billion, including mortality, health expenses, and lost work time
Seen that repeated every year in regions across the state, from the Bay, to LA this year, to the Sierra
Wildfire is also one of the driving forces behind increases in the cost of electricity



Protect Californians 
from toxic  s moke  & 

pre ve nt  t hous ands  

of de a ths  e ve ry ye ar

Eve ry $1 inve s t e d 

now could pre ve nt  

$22 in los t  e conomic  

ac t ivit y 

Cre a t e  t e ns  of 

t hous ands  of jobs  

in communit ie s  

acros s  t he  s t a t e

Prot e c t  our wat e r 

s upply from 

dange rous  

cont amina t ion and 

e xpe ns ive  damage

Nature -bas e d 

s olut ions  a re  t he  

mos t  cos t -e ffe c t ive  

way t o re duce  

e mis s ions  and 

mit iga t e  c limat e  ris ks

WHAT WE STAND TO GAIN:

Job 
Opportunities

Clean
Water

Economic 
Prosperity

Climate 
Action

Public
Health
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Conversely, we stand to gain so much.

In addition to everything here
Protecting public health, reducing costs, creating new jobs, building water security, mitigating climate emissions and risks 
Investments in wildfire resilience are investments in economic stability, security, and prosperity



Poll Results



Poll Results
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Wildfire Solutions Work

CAL FIRE
“Fuel_treatments_provide_def
ensible_space ” by Pacific 
Southwest Forest Service, 
USDA, CC BY 2.0
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Left: Fuel breaks effectively protected homes in Thousand Oaks during the Thomas Fire
Right: Fuel treatments provide defensible space during a fire in the Sierra, protecting homes in the WUI. Possibly Rim Fire? 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/18431371828
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/18431371828
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en


Wildfire Solutions Work

CAL FIRE“20240227 -Pileburn-FS-ASA -16” by
Pacific Southwest Forest Service, 
USDA, Public Domain Mark
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Left: Pile burning as part of a community wildfire protection project in Lake County
Right: CAL FIRE conducting roadside fuels reduction in Madera County

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/53561212311
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsregion5/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/deed.en


● Pass APA exemption to ensure 
appropriated Prop 4 money can be 
granted out

● Appropriate additional Prop 4 wildfire 
funds

● Protect $200m from Cap -and -Invest if 
GGRF revenues decline

● As budget allows, scale GGRF 
investment in wildfire and other 
nature -based climate solutions

2026 Policy Priorities
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To close
We would ask you to join the Coalition to help us scaling wildfire resilience funding to where it needs to be to realize our wildfire resilience goals in the state of California
Would be joining a large and growing Coalition that includes a number of organizations from across the state 




info@wildfiresolutionsca.org
wildfiresolutionsca.org

Steve Frisch  - sfrisch@sierrabusiness.org
Michael Jarred - michael.jarred@tnc.org
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To close
We would ask you to join the Coalition to help us scaling wildfire resilience funding to where it needs to be to realize our wildfire resilience goals in the state of California
Would be joining a large and growing Coalition that includes a number of organizations from across the state 


http://wildfiresolutionsca.org
mailto:sfrisch@sierrabusiness.org
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